The chief glory of the Chirurgia lies in its woodcuts, although no reference is made to the artist. But elsewhere Vidius gives two names. It happens that part of Vidius's original manuscript and drawings have been preserved in the National Library in Paris, in book form in two volumes (Fig. 4) .2 The first two translations are missing. The third on wounds of the head is in a separate volume. The remaining six are freely illustrated and are beautifully bound in gold tooled leather-a lovely book to handle. The manuscript is identical with the book except for a few minor alterations and a note to the reader preceding each of the books translated. Unfortunately the statement is no clearer than that.
There is also a note on the difficulty in making the translation: He also deserves the greatest credit for his selection of a craftsman to make the woodcuts. They are mirror images of the original drawings which had to be copied in simplified form on to the blocks. The blocks had then to be reversed for printing. The Fig. 4 the spine. Vidius's manuscript.3
